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During Bonaparte's absence in Egypt events had moved
rapidly in Europe. In the winter of 1798-1799 a fresh
WAR OF THE coalition was formed, largely through the
COALITION, efforts of Pitt, against France. Great
1798-1801 ' Britain, Russia and Austria were the chief
parties, but Turkey, Naples (the Two Sicilies) and Portugal
also adhered to it, Prussia alone stood conspicuously aloof.
The war opened in Southern Italy where Ferdinand of
Naples overthrew the recent Roman Republic and invited
the Pope to return to the Vatican. But his triumph was
brief. The Directory marched an army into Italy. Charles
Emmanuel IV of Sardinia was expelled from Turin and
compelled to take refuge in Sardinia ; Ferdinand of Naples
was driven to Palermo; the Roman Republic was re-
established, and Southern Italy was organized as the
Parthenopean Republic (January 1799).
But the campaign of 1799 was in the main unfortunate
for France, though Mass&ia's grip on Switzerland prevented
THE CAMPAIGN the allies from turning their victories in the
OF 1799             field to much account. Their plan was to
attack France (i) by way of the Upper Rhine and (ii) in
North Italy. On the Upper Rhine the Archduke Charles
was completely victorious. He defeated Jourdan at
Stockach (north of Lake Constance), on 25 March 1799 ;
drove Mass&ia back in Switzerland, occupied Zurich, and
took Mannheim (18 September). Not less decisive were the
victories of the Austro-Russian forces in North Italy.
Kray's victory on the Adige (Magnano, 5 April), drove the
French back on Milan, and SuvarofFs brilliant campaign
(April-June) completed their discomfiture. After the great
battle of Trebbia (17-19 June) the French power in Italy
seemed to be annihilated. The Roman, Parthenopean and
Cisalpine Republics were overthrown; Genoa alone was
held by France. But despite reverses in the field France
held the key of the strategical position, and both in a
military and a political sense the coalition was a rope of
sand. Suvaroff, owing to his own insolence and Austrian
jealousy, had to retire over the St. Gothard. While he was